This study discusses the reasons behind the rise of religious extremism in Malaysia within the framework of international politics and the world order by highlighting the ties of Malay Muslims with the Mujahidin, Al Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) over the last four decades. For that purpose, a qualitative analytical approach is used, referencing secondary sources such as academic journal articles and scholarly books. In understanding the situation, online newspaper articles were also considered as secondary sources to extract the data to understand the destructive situation in Malaysia, which has gradually become a fertile ground for the sowing of radical ideas. The paper highlights that since the 1970s, religious extremism and radicalism have intensified due to the Cold War politics, the conflict between Palestine and Israel, and, later, foreign invasions of Muslim nation-states, giving rise to many local religious extremist groups with their relations to international extremist groups. Analysis of the secondary sources reveals the existence of a radical understanding of Islam by a substantial portion of the population, thus suggesting that the authorities should pay attention to extremist influences on the moderate nature of social relations in multi-ethnic and multi-religious Malaysia. At the same time, the paper argues that this negative transformation cannot be explained by external factors alone, as the internal factors have played an important role in the radicalisation of Malay society. The paper concludes with several practical recommendations such as improvisation of religious education that emphasises on peaceful cohesion, and discontinuation of foreign intervention policies and overgeneralisations. These recommendations are to regulate the escalation of extremism and radical understanding of Islam in Malaysia, which considerably threatens national security and citizens' wellbeing.
Chinese, and it was further fuelled by deprivation, discrimination and frustrations experienced by both ethnicities.
The later development of extremism in Malaysia has been influenced by global movements in the 20th century. The world witnessed the mushrooming of different types of extremist developments due to various factors such as Cold War policies, the Israeli occupation of Palestine, foreign invasions of Muslim countries, and regional and local conflicts. Such 
THE MUJAHIDIN IN MALAYSIA
Current cases of religious extremism are the products of a long historical process, although motivations have changed over time. The modern wave of religious extremism and the wide geographical scope of its influence could be traced few decades back. It started with the establishment of the Mujahidin, a group that once held up as the liberator of Afghanistan from Soviet invasion (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) , eventually becoming source of many religious extremist groups today, including Al Qaeda and ISIS.
Mujahidin, the plural form of Mujahid, is derived from the Arabic word, jihad, which literally refers to fighting against evil and wrongdoing. Jihad also refers to the struggle against evils desire, efforts for a better Islamic and Muslims community (Esposito, n.d.). Its usage intensified sharply during the colonial age and it later became a part of the English vocabulary, referring to the Afghan military activities and mostly denoting guerrilla warfare against the colonialists. The term later was used to identify the fighters in the mountainous areas of Afghanistan against the Soviet invasion in 1979.
The outbreak of this war stimulated the expansion of religious extremist ideology in the other parts of the world through the Afghan alumni, who took a part in the anti-Soviet struggle under the banner of the Mujahidin. As Shay (2017) believes, after the return back of these 'alumni' to their countries, cases of extremist acts and terrorism increased sharply in the Muslim world. While Malaysia was not to be a fertile land in culminating the extremist ideologies, the Afghan alumni of Malay origin effected the gradual growth of the strict understanding of religious believes and practices in Malaysia.
It can be closely observed in the case of Malaysia that the rise of Afghan Mujahidin was an essential factor that significantly affected the growth of religious extremism in the Muslim world culminating during the time when Al Qaeda was at the zenith of its game. The Another factor that intensified the adoption of radical understanding of the Islamic teachings was the process of Islamic revivalism in Malaysia that coincided with the Soviet-Afghan War in the late 1970s. What came along with these developments in the most indirect way were two unintended results; first, a strong sense of revulsion toward the West has been instilled among the Muslims. Second, a more orthodox and strict understanding of Islam became widespread. The phenomenon makes the plight of the Mujahidin seen as a holy fight against the Soviets or the Kuffar, thus making the call for jihad even more appealing among
